I2O         The Preparations for Insurrection.      [CHAP.

of the corps Having, then, provided for a central power at
the Hotel de Yille, and for the weakening of the National
Guard, the secret directory of insurrection set to work on the
actual preparations for the outbreak.

First of all it was publicly announced by the sections of
Quinze-Vingts and Mauconseil that if on August 9 the Assembly
did not agree to the petition of Mauconseil, the tocsin should
be rung at midnight, the alarm gun fired, and that on August 10
a new petition would be presented to the Assembly, backed
up by the armed force of the sections demanding the dethrone-
ment of the king. As upon June 20 the two chief bands of
petitioners were to come from the Faubourg Saint Marceau
and the Faubourg Saint Antoine, were to meet upon the quays,
and march down to the Assembly. To support these columns
the Marseillais were moved to the church of the Cordeliers in
the Faubourg Saint Marceau on August 4, and some Brestois
to the Faubourg Saint Antoine. But they were not only to
present the petition, but to overthrow the king; and the com-
missioners of the Hotel de Yille were to be ready to take all
responsibility on themselves, while Potion was to be prevented
from interfering by a guard of six hundred men. Potion was
quite willing to be prevented, and anxiously looked out on
the morning of the 10th for the arrival of his guard. Sergent
and Panis, the commissioners of the police of Paris, then ordered
five thousand ball cartridges to be served out to the Mar-
seillais, while they refused the request of Mandat to serve out
ball cartridges to the royalist battalions of the National Guard,
and all was ready. The Assembly, as was expected, adjourned
the question of dethronement, and the last meeting of the
secret directory was held at Santerre's on the evening of
August 9, at which Danton and Camille Desmoulins assisted,
and final arrangements were made, after which beer was served
out to the inhabitants of the Faubourg Saint Antoine, who
were ordered to illuminate their houses, and who greatly
enjoyed themselves with dancing and singing in the streets
of the faubourg. At midnight the tocsin was rung; and at
eight in the morning, after a visit to the Hotel de Ville, whore